f> /> s f T" ' 


1, ! 


Approved For Release 2001/08/23 : CIA-RDP57-00384gp01 000020075-9 


\ o-> 


^OGC Has Reviewed' 


4 SEP 1948 


Mr* P. Sl> are t ad t 
Chid rsmn, Committee on national 
Security Organization 
Commission on Organization of* 

Executive Branch of Gov eminent 
1686 K Street, N« W. 

Washington 25, D* C. 

My dear Mr* Eberstadti 

On Friday, there was raised the question of security 
of information relating to the national defense and h 
laws, enacted or proposed, to protect this 8 purity. X 
accordance with your request, the following reflects 
views on this problem* 

The comments below are addressed 
posed amendment to the Espionage Act ^^ofth© 

the national security, which is This 

Budget but has not yet been submitted to the 
proposed legislation is not sponsored by CIA nor, indeed, 
were°we consulted In the drafting of it. Consequ^tly, 
our views as set forth here are made freely from our 
“ TliHlone and do not oonatitut. an official ooncnrrano. 
or objection to the proposed bill* 

I sight point amt here that my views on the problem 
of security a?* inevitably influenoed to some 
the fact that, as Director of Central Intelligence,! am 
held responsible for protecting intelligence 
methods from unauthorized disclosure (section * 08 ' c > 
the National Security Act of 1947). I «m deeplyconsoious 
of the heavy responsibility so placed upon me and realis® 
that I need all the assistance the lew can give tooarry 
it out successfully. 1 am also aware, however, that im- 
portant as security may be in the national ^J^es J'libJ-tv 
second to the basic rights of free speech and civil ^erty. 
It is necessary, therefore, to search for a between 

the two which will be adequate to serve the interests or 
national security without infringing unduly on the essential 

liberties. 
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6a attenpt fco tighten up sections 1 amt 4 of the existing 
SiWpiiSmjsa Aefc (50 51# 54}* Th© present coot! on l{&} 

waxes pwiahahl* the transmission or' attssqpt to transmit 
to ft person not entitled to receive It of cay book, incfcru** 
a«t* appliance, or aoto relating to the nations, 


««• felt that under the old lew 8 OR tdU&t illffc*?’# && OCHS 
or uppHanae, but if lie rarely paancdl ori Infoiwifctiacfc, 
without & physical twuiafar, to an umut&aMriUEed person# 
ho oould not be proacmstod under this section* 1 foe 1 
that this is a deair able change in the law which does not 



appear© to feel th&fc without these flrsaiti ©f xroof the 
s tatut es be unaanatitutiofKl* It l» possible, 

haWf*P| that wording aoulii be found wfi.i-c h would bo were 
pmQtimt Tor prosecution purpose* imd yet would not violate 
oor.sfci tn tl ozm 1 principles* 


&) any person ah© has knowled; 
w«4 Instruction la the eaoiessfH 

i 


counter os 
erraiant o 


2hia would, under a literal Interpretation# fares all thus* 
with eountsri»tftllig« *no© experi ane© during the war or other 
wise# and tvmy at those in ofclwr intelligence fields, to 




is advisably to anforae the registration of Amorieen clt 
as such agents under Unseat of fine or iruprisotr-ent merely 
because %lmj have speoialised foto^Iedg® or experience# 4a 
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id* D&ttttO&od orerislott looks to the 





UJ 4-^, • L*> f :.M * if \ «E> V 


» y * / 3*#.f ft 


prcFTxwAon 


of fMMiar cxa a© 

gocyeea, pact aim present# X feel that tm 

would bound 

to n*iM eh Italian bo its, moaitr > f>. 







Pm!3^^S32!!^2||BS£^S£JS3i!«S!3E3ll^^aS^SSSSwl 
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i*Mj|Tj?jE2*5S^S?sEi23Ei^S!S«^22SBS3t21!i2i25Z 

1 ■ "• 



I MWi .£ s ^ ^ ft *& * 


<*« »*w« w£ mraa 

t **jn.a»i»z.Qne on ua*| eouxa not 

b# appropriate 

s for rse to oomwut on this aspect of th- Ml 

BertioularlT* 

«» it would appear to contain oontroweralal 

assents on smS 

oil ooneidorablo debate oan be anpected* The 

authority here 

f 1** • t -i ‘i«i n/4 tfMtS i ™5?5W?®Sf?P * » 

tihleh CXA has 

a strong and proper interest. Tho details 

F5M>r*i**nr*i 



IiM* b&S3£MBfridxmK&^3 tfft.*? C*M? 


L*I_Lt lii. 2 : l:i*MW <*'*■ 




m o ana y or me propoaea taxi so not affect 

CXA In any vm$ 

’ sand are. therefore, not oomemtod on* X 

Should# howovn 

a», like to close with a few generalities. 

1 

i : 

um ?*TI*0 *"' V-^ f * / t’WtTj ^ flS ^ 


mfa&t&mm security but which would si*© be repugnant to 
cur systais of governwmt os in offset creating a polieo 
state and control of the proas* X could on the other Itand 
propose legislation dollar to the British Official Secrete 


Acts ahiah ars 


Seta but also 

recognise the need for protecting dell 

liberties and 

freedom of speech* Keen though considered 

stricter then 

oar lm« X have bean i nfo»»«A that the 

Official Score 

ta Acts arc# like our own# ineffective in 


ro security i» breached by unauthorised 




emae problest as w© and after may ycaa of 

saperienoo irav 




want ummtiafa 

©tory a© our laws are free a ttartat «r» 




ft&B mm its con 

steal effort to forestall breaches of'seouri 
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bf careful choice of personnel and strict enforcement: of 
effective security measures within the agencies and* in 
the event of breach# prompt and fim action against the 
responsible persons in so far as applicable laws will admit* 


Sincerely yours* 


t^U- A 


/^U,, /QiaJL. 


R. H 

R F 

DlfiECTvK 0 1 


H < U.F. v '-0i'T T ER 

; , - : i 

C L. U tit ft u. 


cc: Director - i*j/« _*_**-*x_ 

Return to L.R* Houston i/ 

— tu/ 9 JL-uutJi-' 


LRHimbt 
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